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By ANTHONY MUNDAY 


[FRoM THE UNIQUE Mostyn Manuscript] 
1595 


As I have already intimated to subscribers it is with great satisfaction I am able 
to report that Lord Mostyn has been pleased to put the unique manuscript of 
** John-a-Kent and John-a-Cumber’’ at my disposal for reproduction in this _ series. 
Students are aware that this manuscript is the only copy extant of Munday’s play. 
No early printed copy is known to be extant, and the manuscript has only once been 
printed in modern times, by John Payne Collier (for the Shakespeare Society) in 1851, 
but copies of this reprint have long been unobtainable. For reasons sufficiently well known, 
but into which there is no need to re-enter here, it was thought necessary to re-collate 
and re-edit all Collier's work, good and well done, im the main, though it was. 
“ John-a-Kent”’ is probably the only item not so re-edited during the intervening sixty 
odd years. On these and other obvious grounds I believe this reproduction in facsimile 
will be especially welcome. 


_ Scholars and students of English Literature all over the world will, I am sure, 
heartily join with me in acknowledging his Lordship’s kind, ready courtesy and generous 
compliance with my request. 


Thanks are also due to the helpful good offices of the Keeper of Manuscripts at 
the British Museum, who consented to safe-custody the volume while it was in course of being 
photographed in the B.M. Studio. 


These acknowledgments generally come last in such an introduction as this: I 
prefer to make them first. 


The manuscript shows marked signs of age and wear and tear: damp and ink 
corrosion have also had effect, as is not unusual. This facsimile reproduces all these 
points exceedingly faithfully. The original is much better in this respect than that of 
“Sir Thomas More,” though not so good, on the whole, as Massinger’s autograph of 
“ Believe as Ye List.” 


The first two pages of the manuscript are parchment, in Latin, with ornamental 
capitals, and the similarity of this leaf to the first four parchment pages of “Sir T. More” 


suggests that both these manuscripts have passed through the same hands, and possibly “Believe 
as Ye List” also. Collier confessed himself unable to decide ‘how the ‘ John-a-Kent’ 
MS. came into the hands of the Mostyns after the lapse of move than a century and a 
half.” He was probably wrong by fifty years, because the present Lord Mostyn “‘ believes 
the MS. to have come into the possession of his family in 1690, and that it belonged to 
the Hobart collection.” He has, however, no further particulars with regard to it. 


The similarity of the bold headings in both MSS., “‘ Sir T. More” and “ John-a- 
Kent,” in the parchment pages, forming as it were a kind of title, is suggestive of both 
being “‘ playhouse copies.” 


As will be seen the manuscript has been carefully repaired; and, moreover, in 
order that the actual state, not only of the text but of the modern binding may be placed 
on record, I have given a collotype representation of the binding also. 


The MSS. of ‘ John-a-Kent” was brought to light in modern times when Sir 
Frederick Madden was Assistant Keeper of the MSS. in the B.M. At that time he 
came in contact with the Mostyn family papers—hence the discovery of this play in 
Munday’s autograph. It was signed by him in December, 1595, as will be seen on 


reference. 


Anthony Munday was a voluminous writer and a notable guild pageant-master of 
his day; but see D.N.B. 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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